Budget
The budget is balanced.  We are on track, and may have a surplus this year.  We discussed what some of the line item budgets mean, but overall the focus on all the items is to assist the school in providing a rich learning environment and community for Claremont students.


Thank you to Cindy McIntyre for her work on the Thankful Lunch.  Some parents said the Kindergarten lunch did not go as well as expected because so many students, parents and siblings attended.  The Board raised the option of possibly getting folding tables to use in the future.  Also, the Montessori class eats in the classroom, there was a question of whether we could do something like that in the future.


Odyssey of the Mind
Claremont has eight teams with coaches.  The teams should have already met or will meet soon.  There was discussion on having the teams work with a Spontaneous Coach and encouragement for more students to participate in this style of thinking.  “Spontaneous” is a type of problem presented to team members on the day of the competition.


Armchair Fundraiser (ACF)

A survey was conducted with 62 responses (good feedback).  The result was that there is interest to do an armchair fundraiser instead of one of the other fundraisers or to have a certain goal in mind for the ACF.

The Claremont PTA still wants people to give as they can, but the PTA offers many ways in order to do that.  There was some discussion of the need to put online where the money raised goes and a broader description of what each budget line item means.  There was also a suggestion to look at the Newsletter for  the PTA’s use of money.


Room Request Forms
If setting up a meeting or if you need a room in the school, PLEASE fill out the room reservation form and return it to the main office.  The custodians need that information for planning.  The information is also needed for a county-wide accounting of how much each building is used.


Winter Mini-Enrichment Classes

Mini-enrichment classes begin January 9th. The PTA is offering classes in Chess, Guitar, Piano and Kids’ Fitness.


The Fifth Grade is also offering a four-week course for students from K-2, to partner 5th grade students with younger students and help them with their Spanish.  The students will be split into different activities, i.e. singing songs, playing games and reading.

International Dinner
International Dinner is on January 27th at 6:30pm.

Movie Night
The next movie night is planned for February, 2012.  Parents need to be reminded that it is not a drop-off activity, they have to stay with their child during the movie.  There’s also a need for more parents in general to help out and set up some house rules.  Students may be asked to leave if they do not follow rules.

Fundraising Update
Sally Foster made $10,000 this year!!!


The Silent Auction is being chaired by Velvet Beard. She is looking for volunteers however she has specific needs, so may need to assign certain tasks.  Among the needs are the P/T procurement, the 
catalog, babysitting and getting flyers out.  The event will take place on May 12, 2012 at NRECA with a Cinco de Mayo theme.


 Sauca, a restaurant on Columbia Pike is giving 15% of its proceeds on December 13 to Claremont, Barcroft, Campbell and Randolph.  There are also two more nights for these dinners - January 24 and February 21, 2012.


The School Book Fair is going on now. Family night is Wednesday, December 7th.  Parents can send cash or a check made out to the Claremont PTA. The event is staffed by adults.  Family Night will also have a talk going on tomorrow by someone from NASA.  The 5th grade is taking orders for scarves at the Book Fair as a 5th grade fundraiser. $10 for 2 colors and $15 for three colors.  They’re also having a bake sale and raffle for a Nook.  The Book Fair closes at 10am on Friday.
Spirit of Giving
Holiday parties are coming up.  Classroom teachers will tell the homeroom parents of the party dates and desired activities.  The Spirit of Giving theme is being explored on the morning announcements.
 
ADELANTE

Adelante held an event last Friday that went well with dancing and tongue twisters.  The first grade danced and then invited their parents to participate.  The next one is January 6th with a Birthday Party theme.



Mrs. Johnson
Claremont is doing things to get kids excited about reading. Early release is a read-a-thon day.
There are many Book clubs after school and lunch bunch book clubs at lunch. The Jr. Great Books Foundation groups have also begun.

Claremont is putting literacy first regardless of the subject matter.  The teachers and staff are asking 
Honor roll students to be bucket fillers, with the idea that people are here to fill each other's buckets and teachers are asking those on the Honor roll to be bucket fillers.

Mrs. Burnett
The staff is in the process of choosing Teacher of the Year and the decision has not yet been made.
The staff is also choosing Support Person of the Year - Lety Macias is being nominated. If want to write a letter of support please contact Mrs. Burnett.

CCPTA
School capacity enrollment is a big issue. Many schools  are being looked at for expansion, maybe new schools.  The School and County Board met about using county buildings for school uses.  Capacity is growing, however it is cyclical so growth will come down at some point.

The Reflections ceremony is coming up on January 17, 2012 and the county needs some volunteers.


The CCPTA gives highlights for each school.  There’s a new Advisory board -  the Tech Board.
In addition, the PTA brainstorming meetings before CCPTA meetings are going well.  The next meeting is on Dec 19th. 

Coming Up:
GT teacher Carol Scheidel will be our guest speaker at the next PTA meeting on January 3rd.

